
OSVALDO CEPEDA 

I am deeply grateful  to my brother in the Lord who is Giovanni Traettinoy, and  to the 
ones who organized this encounter for giving me the opportunity to express things that 
come up to my mind in this season of my life. I don`t pretend this medium to teach 
you for I feel a deep respect for each one of you. Sincerely, I want to share some 
thoughts and reflections of mine and I hope you can agree with me. 

About five or six years ago while I was reading Psalm 90 I paused when I was reaching 

to Verse 10 unto Verse 12. 10 The days of our years are threescore years and ten; and 

if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour and 

sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away.11 Who knoweth the power of thine 

anger? even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath. 12 So teach us to number our days, 

that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 

From this day on I began to see my activities from another point of view. I realized 
that with my 70 years it was a proper age (in my opinion)  to slow down a little bit, to 
look more closely each step I was about to take, and to appreciate the young age and 
strength of those who were surrounding me.  

I think it`s a good attitude to learn to count our days and to get aware that “nothing 
began with me, and nothing would end with me”. This brings peace to me, makes me 
free from the crisis to go on tired and to join strengths when I don`t really have them. 
I got inspired with the beautiful prayer asking the Lord to give me more wisdom. I 
don`t say that I adjudge myself to be already retired or inactive. It`s more:  I keep on 
putting my hand on the plough, and so I do everything I can. But I delegate 
everything I can for we have a quite far-reaching work in Argentina, Bolivia, 
relationship of ministry with brothers in Brazil, as well as here in Europe, and a 
missionary school. So I may not use that much my relax sofa, but it maintains me 
quite active. 

If I changed my dynamic, it`s because I enjoy to see how other young ministries are 
following the call. I don`t get overloaded when there comes to me any young pastor 
frustrated by any committed mistake. I listen to him; I comfort him saying to him that 
he may not loose courage and that I also committed mistakes, even worse than his 
mistake. So, he goes back to work with great joy.  

Another complement I am enjoying by now is the team work. Since about ten or 
twelve years I have been enjoying  the companionship of a “little table” which consists 
of great guys which even though living about hundreds of kilometers away, we have 
big and deep friendships sharing regularly all the ministerial issues, things of the 
common live, when we fail or when we succeed. When I come to my limits, you can be 
sure that some other member of the team fills my defect. It`s because we take the 
example of Paul as he said to the Corinthians in his first letter chapter 3 Verse 5 to 8: 
5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants,through whom you came 
to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos 



watered it, but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the 
one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The one who 
plants and the one who waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded 
according to their own labor.  

There is no doubt that to be able to work this way you have to learn to be 
comprehensive, patient and kind. Besides owning different gifts we also are different at 
all. I like the expression of Bonhoeffer who says in his book “Life together (Vida en 
comunidad)” that pastoral authority can be attained only by the servant of Jesus who 
seeks no power of his own. Who himself is a brother among brothers submitted to the 
authority of the Word ( Page 118 in Spanish translation).   

I knew some pastors with this grace and wisdom thus everyone honors them and 
wants to be with them. They are never alone, and that is why I qualify them as men of 
God for they gained the wisdom of God. 

Another thing I am thinking about a lot is the future. What would the church be like 
tomorrow? What about the missionary work after mi existence here on earth? This 
weakens me even more. Thinking about that nowadays there is not much I can do, 
what would make sense to act for the future after having flown away? I am convinced 
that each one of the children of God has a prophetic quote which they should use. That 
is the reason why I should predict with grace and wisdom everything that is in my 
heart, and also do it with faith and hope (the same way they did it with me). Not only 
as a servant of God. I believe that I shall prepare the hearts and open the path for the 
coming generations.  

To me it was a big help to analyze the maturity of Joseph and his last conversation 
with his brothers, which is registered in Genesis chapter 50 Verses 24 to 25 which say: 
24 Then Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. But God will surely come to 
your aid and take you up out of this land to the land he promised on oath to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” 25 And Joseph made the Israelites swear an oath and 
said, “God will surely come to your aid, and then you must carry my bones up from 
this place.”  

No matter if we are conscious or not, the present and the future are always on our 
minds. Anyway it keeps busy our thoughts, and so it determines our way of acting. 
Everything that happens arround us reflects what dominates our thoughts. It says that 
things of the past, the present or the future determines our life projects.  

I am glad about the people who don`t stay in incidents of the past, no matter if they 
were good or bad. That`s why I like the maturity of Joseph who doesn`t show at all 
that he enters in the evening of life, but in a advantageous future, motivating his 
brothers.  

There is no doubt that the past of Joseph was not easy at all. The brothers of Joseph 
were thinking about it. As Joseph died they wondered what would happen then. Joseph 
would make us pay everything for the bad things we did to him? But Joseph did not 
think about it. His thoughts were in what God had made through him during all these 



years. In verse 20 it sais :  20 You intended to harm me, but God intended it for 
good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.”. How grateful 
and what brilliant way to end with the past! We all here know this story, and without 
this attitude Joseph wouldn`t have been able to say that God intended it for good.  
That is highly important because defeating the past allows transmit to the next 
generations that our God fixes everything so everything ends well. Never permit that 
our heart grows hard by things they have done to us, long or little time ago. This 
would turn us hard and constipates us, so that we wouldn`t d be able to enjoy our now 
and today. The only way to enjoy your present in peace is to give space to God and 
leave the thought of how can I manage the problem on my own. I think that without a 
healed present it is really difficult to have a future of faith and hope, and even more to 
impart it to others.  

With this attitude Joseph also teaches us to not to keep on standing still in the present, 
even if we are living good moments. We should not be comfort until we see that all 
things revealed by the Lord have come true. 

After the brother of Joseph calmed down, Joseph told them “I am about to die. But 
God will surely come to your aid…”. I am convinced that there was a subliminal 
message in these words saying that they should not leech on to him, but on to God. 
What a marvelous attitude! As I recognized this, I asked the Lord to bring to me this 
grace to walk the last days of my life with this peace, with this faith and with this 
hope. 

By this way Joseph ministered the last days of his life. Over the years and centuries 
the generations never forgot his words. Even when God visited them and delivered 
them from Egypt, they took the bones of Joseph as they were the future of him.  

Dear companions in labor I am learning that when I talk about the future, I shall not 
think that it is limited in my existence. Of course there are things I hope to see, and I 
will see them. But it is also my duty to sow in others and project things in them which 
I won`t experience and even less I am meant to see. 

Our eternal God, his eternal works shall not be limited by our egocentric heart. Let`s 
prepare ways for the next generations! 

The world is full of hopeless people and they are right. The nations are in crisis and 
you can`t face the adventurous future without God. With each day we are closer to the 
final chaos on the earth. But we as children of God, we know that He will come to our 
aid. We live with this faith and this hope as Peter says in his first letter in chapter 1 
verse 5 to 6: “Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to 
be revealed in the last time.6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if 
need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations”.  

In the last years the Lord conceded us to be able to look at the young people and 
young married couples of our community with a point of view of faith. By this way we 
can see them as a present and as an adventurous future. That is the reason why 
together with the pastors of our team, we work with our young disciples in centers of 



missionary education. We motivate them to dedicate one year to the Lord, and there 
we transmit faith towards the future. About 150 young people already finished this 
year of dedication to the Lord, and they are already in missionary work. Others 
returned to their homes to keep on studying on university or to a professional work. 
But everyone of them with a vision towards the future. We are faithful that in five 
years about 300 or 400 young people will have passed this experience, and that they 
will be men and women who will be convinced that the best is to come. We see them 
as future apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers who will reach beyond 
our achievements.  

We also have spiritual events for married couples in the age of 25 to 45 years. It is a 

great encouragement to them nowadays educating their children, buying their houses, 

others go for a live economically more elevated. We encourage them saying them that 

they should seek the Kingdom of God and his justice. You will reach much further than 

we could do. By this way as the church of the Lord, we remember them to proclaim the 

first letter of Peter chapter 1 verse 3 to 5: “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a 
lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 To an inheritance 
incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you,5 
Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time.” 
This is my activity and my prayer in this season of my life: every day I ask the Lord to 

be able to help the young people. That I may be free from the past, and that I may 

enjoy the good things I live nowadays. I pray that I may maintain open minded to the 

move of the Holy Spirit in order to experience a constant renovation; to look to the 

future with a renewed faith and hope. And to predict to the next generations that “God 
will come to their aid, and the best things are about to come!”. 

 

Dear companions in labor. God bless us!! 


