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PERSPECTIVES ON THE CHURCH FOR THE 21ST CENTURY


	Matt 16:18-19

18        "And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

19        "And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven."
Acts 2:41

41        Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them.

Matt 28:18-19

18        And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

19        "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,…

Acts 1:8

8          "… and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

Matt 24:14

14        "And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end will come.
Rev 19:7-8

7          "Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and His wife has made herself ready."

8          And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.
Matt 9:37-38

37        Then He said to His disciples, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few.

38        "Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest."
Acts 1:4

“And being assembled together with them, He commanded them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the Promise of the Father, "which," He said, "you have heard from Me;” 

Acts 1:8

"But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."

Gal 3:28
There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
Matt 25:34-40

34        "Then the King will say to those on His right hand, 'Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world:

35        'for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in;

36        'I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.'

37        "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?

38        'When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You?

39        'Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?'

40        "And the King will answer and say to them, 'Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.'
John 17:21

21        "that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.


	As we stand at the beginning of this new millennium The Church of Jesus Christ is in an interesting position to look back at what has been accomplished in 2000 years and see what is yet to be done in the future.  In order to do this we first must start with the basic terms and foundations.

THE CHURCH: A local assembly as well as the redeemed of all the ages who follow Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord (Nelson’s Bible Illustrated Dictionary).  The church is at once both local and global.  

BUILT BY JESUS:

Matt 16:16-19

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
BIRTHED AT A SPECIFIC TIME:

Acts 2:41-47

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
GIVEN A MANDATE:

Matt 28:18-20

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
EQUIPPED FOR THE TASK:

Acts 1:8

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
DESTINED FOR FULFILLMENT ON EARTH:

Matt 24:14

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
DESTINED FOR FULFILMENT IN HEAVEN:

Rev 19:7-8

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________
WHAT HAS BEEN DONE? WHAT IS BEING DONE?
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

WHAT NOW?
1.The church must return to its original mandate. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Matt 9:37-38
2.The church must return to its original source of power
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Acts 1:4, Acts 1:8
3.The church must use and adapt technology to suit its purpose
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

4.The church must address the issue of racial relations

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Gal 3:28
5.The Church must once again become mission minded
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

6.The Church must balance social activities with evangelistic ones

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Matt 25:31-46

7. The church must strive for unity
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

John 17:21
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