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My beloved brothers and friends,
Grace and peace be with you! The abundant provision of grace that allows us to reign in life through Jesus (Rom 5:17), and the peace of God which transcends all understanding (Phil 4:7) be with you! 
Just a few words of introduction to welcome you; especially those of you who are here at the AFI Consultation and in Italy for the first time. Let me express my joy for the gift of your presence and my appreciation for the opportunity to fellowship together.
It is once again with a deep sense of gratitude to God that I stand before you; full of gratitude for the inspiration, encouragement and protection God has given to  this process, this movement, this growing family of families. Yes, of course there have also been difficulties, trials and tribulations, but – praise God! – we can all be here at this time and celebrate together the seventh year of our coming together as the Apostolic Fellowship International.
Yes, we are still small compared to the size of the task! Even though thousands of pastors and churches from the different networks are represented here. And certainly young! But something has been born. Something has come to be whose existence, nature and quality, undoubtedly fills a strategic need for the church in our lives and our generation, and which expresses the kind of spirit and movement, relationships and networking, that – I am convinced – our Lord wants to see growing, being strengthened and working in all of the church of the future! 
The desire of our hearts, the vision before us, has been to establish an international network of covenant friends sharing in vision, spiritual experience and purpose. And God has given us the joy of coming together as men of the same heart and mind and committing ourselves to pioneering and implementing a theory and a practice of the apostolic which is greatly needed in the church today.
And now, as I rejoice in welcoming you and in anticipating the good things and the blessings that our Father has prepared for us in the days to come, I cannot but feel deeply the absence of brothers whom we love very much: our beloved Ernest Komanapalli (India) and Juan Josè Churruarin (Argentina), our dear Hector Pardo (Colombia) and Josè Maria Falconì (Ecuador), and others. They send their apologies, but for different reasons could not be with us. We miss them and love them very much.
We have come together as apostolic ministers, but we are very grateful that the commitment to the vision and values that God has highlighted in our spirit and impressed on our hearts, and our willingness to open up and be vulnerable to one another, have taught us, and are teaching us more and more, to relate “life to life” before “minister to minister”; even though we greatly value the calling of God upon our lives. And our desire to meet together as friends and brothers is growing more and more.
Relationships! That has been the foundational value; because it has to do with God Himself, His nature, the stirring of love within Him and coming forth from Him. It has to do with His love shared in our hearts, His image and  presence in us.  It has to do with His love “compelling” us to love and relate to one another.
The theme that has accompanied us for the last few years has been “The church’s journey towards its fullness”. A fullness which we have examined in terms of unity, quality and quantity. This time we are going to consider the very relevant aspect of quantity! But before that, let me briefly focus on a few points that have emerged from this theme:
1. It is a journey – We are on a journey – It is a process!
2. Of the church – “What we are part of is bigger than the part we play”
3.Towards… - It involves movement.
4. Its fullness:
 a. It is about fullness
 b. Christ and the Body of Christ

 c. The individual person & the Corporate Person (Koinonia – Fellowship  – Community)
 d. Unity – Quality – Quantity

 e. Unity of the Spirit – Unity of the Faith – Unity of the Body
5. The ministries as tools to make it happen
6. The apostolic ministry has a strategic and vital role to play
7. The apostles in committed relationships with one another have an essential role in providing mutual personal covering and help, collegial authority for the churches and promoting the visible unity of the Body of Christ.
We will listen to our brothers during the coming days! They are men with great experience and fruitfulness in the area of church growth and church planting. We will have the opportunity to be exposed to concepts and methods which will inspire and motivate us. And I pray that we will be challenged to do some creative thinking which hopefully will help us to become better workers in the Lord’s vineyard.
But, let us not forget what has brought us together. 
The vision continues:
a. Relationships
b. Networking 

c. Communication
d. Unity
With all this in mind, I welcome you to this nation of Italy, which in the past has known wonderful seasons of visitation, but today is in the eager expectation of a breakthrough which will water it again and make it enter more fully into its God-given purpose among the nations.
Thank you for coming! Thank you for your willingness to be used by God in His purpose! 
Thank you for your lives!
Yours in Christ
